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military organisation.  To restore the defences of the
frontiers he divided the empire into four praefec-
tures, himself (with residence at Nicomedia) taking
charge of the praefecture of Illyricum, while three
colleagues,  appointed by himself, were made re-
sponsible respectively for the prefectures  of the
Orient, Italy, and Gaul.    Gaul was cleared of its
German invaders, both Franks and Alemanni, and
the frontier fortifications once again put into repair.
When in A.D. 305 Diocletian vacated his throne and
retired to the tranquillity of a villa in his native
Dalmatia, he had accomplished a task almost in-
credibly great, namely, the restoration and recon-
sStutioa of the Roman Empire.   In one thing only
he had failed, and the consciousness of failure was
probably the chief cause of his retirement.   He had
failed to stamp out the Christian Church.   He had
tried to do so in all good faith ; for the unity of the
Empire in the third century had been wrecked not
only by military revolts but also by fierce conflicts
between crescent Christianity and resistant Paganism.
Having re-established discipline in the army, and
expelled the barbarians, he had put forth all his
energies to suppress the bishops.    The persecution
for a few years was terrible, but it served to purge
and purify the Church rather than to destroy it.   It
became clear that the Church was indestructible.
Hence Constantine the Great who, after a period of
conflict, succeeded in securing the supreme power,
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